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The Montana 4x4 Association is pleased to present our 10th annual 
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in Whitehall, MT - July 14-20th, 2008 

  Divide Ride 08 is a week long event with registra-
tion starting on Monday July 14th. Tuesday is the first day of 
trails rides and Wednesday will be a day off to hang out at 
camp or go to Virginia City or into Butte or fishing at one of 
the nearby lakes for a little more relaxed pace. Also Wednes-
day night there will be a BBQ of hamburger and hotdogs pro-
vided for all participants. 
 The Montana 4x4 Association (M4x4A) has negoti-
ated the use of the Whitehall High School grounds, main 
auditorium and shower facilities for DR08. There will be a 
charge for use of the showers as indicated on the registration 
form. All activities will be in the main auditorium or at the 
campgrounds. Camping will be west of the school grounds. 
After you exit I-90 into Whitehall, follow the signs to the camp-
grounds.  See you there! 
 
 (1) Trail Sign-up:  This will be done in advance! 
Select 5 choices for trails you wish to run, from the list pro-
vided, place them in the order of most desired to the last de-
sired. Trails will be assigned upon arriving at registration. By 
choosing 5 trails we will attempt to assign you to 4 from your 
list.  
 
 (2) Vehicle Proof of Insurance:  To help speed up 
registration we will be requiring a copy of your proof of insur-
ance to be sent in with your registration form. Not doing so 
will delay your registration as we will return your forms and 
wait for your paper work to be completed.  
 
 (3) Vehicle Tech:  To help speed up registration, 
please provide a brief description of your vehicle and its abili-
ties if you sign up for trails rated 4 or higher. Making sure you 
have the required equipment such as proper tire size, lockers 
- front and rear, roll cage, and winch and other important in-
formation. Not doing so will get you assigned to easier trails!  
 
 (4) Level 5:  We may have some level 5 trails — 
body damage will happen, tire size restrictions; winch, locker 
- front & rear required. If you feel your rig meets all require-
ments and you would be interested in a more challenging 
area to drive please note that in the provided area on the 
registration and how many days you would want to be in-
cluded on that trail. Note requirement of #3!  
  
 (5) RULES: The M4x4A has worked hard with the 
host town to make the best impression and therefore will not 
allow anyone to run the trails either on their own or unauthor-
ized that you have not been assigned to run! Doing so shall 
have you immediately removed from this event as well as not 
being considered for future M4x4A events. This is for your 
safety, as well as the safety of other participants. Some areas 
where we will be traveling are on private land where we have 
obtained special permission for agreed upon times and num-
bers of vehicles, so please respect the M4x4A’s stand in these 
situations.   
 

Whitehall, Montana  
 Whitehall is located in Jefferson County Montana, has a 
population of 1184, and is nestled in the Jefferson valley in the 
shadow of the Tobacco Roots, Bull and Highland Mountain 
Ranges. Whitehall is conveniently located 60 miles east of Boze-
man, 20 miles west of Butte and 50 miles south of Boulder, it is 
adjacent to I-90 and on the crossroads with highways 2 and 69.  
 The Lewis and Clark expedition passed through the area 
in 1805 and camped nearby at LaHood Park and Kountz Bridge. 
The expedition journal describes Panther Creek (Pipestone Creek), 
Fields Creek (Boulder River), Frazier Creek (South Boulder River), 
and Birth Creek (Whitetail Creek). Recently Whitehall had twelve 
brightly colored murals painted on downtown buildings that depict 
actual events members of the expedition experienced as they 
passed through the area. This has given them the nickname “City 
of Murals” and has become a popular tourist attraction.  
 The valley was once home to Native American tribes, fur 
trappers, miners and homesteaders who took to farming and ranch-
ing that provided for the mining camps. Whitehall is named after a 
large white ranch home, originally owned by Major E. G. Brooke 



Agenda 
Monday, July 1 4  
Check-in/Registration 
Registration: 10 am to 7 pm  
Driver’s Meeting 7 pm  
 
Tuesday, July 15 
Registration continues 
Trail Ride Departure -  
Times to be announced (TBA) 
 
Wednesday, July 16 
Family Day/BBQ Picnic 
 
Thursday, July 17 
Trail Ride Departure - Times TBA 
Drivers meeting 8 pm  
Pot Luck Dinner 
 
Friday, July 18 
Trail Ride Departure - Times TBA 
Ice Cream Social and Ladder Golf 
Drivers Meeting 8 pm  
 
Saturday, July 19 
Trail Ride Departure - Times TBA 
Dinner catered and served at camp-
site 
 
Sunday, July 20 
Breakfast: 6:30 - 9 am 
 
Events and times subject to change, oth-
ers may be added. 

DR08 Headquarters  
 We will be headquartered at the Whitehall High School. All activities will be in 
the main auditorium or on school grounds. Camping will be west of the school grounds. 
The School is located directly off I-90 at Whitehall’s main exit 294.  Morning pastries 
and coffee will be available each morning.  
 
 Campfires, motorcycles, ATV’s, Quads, etc are not allowed at camp. Dogs are 
discouraged, but if brought must be on a leash at all times. Owners are responsible for 
clean up of all droppings. Proof of current vaccinations must be provided.  
 
 You can begin camping Saturday, July 12, but there will be no services avail-
able at camp till Monday, July 14th. 

and was used as a stopping place for stages running from 
Helena to Virginia City. Brooke named his structure “Old 
Whitehall” after a similar structure in Whitehall Illinois. The 
original station and post office is located 4 miles from where 
Whitehall now stands. By the turn of the century, the Northern 
Pacific Railroad arrived and was soon followed by the Mil-
waukee Railroad which helped the community to grow and 
prosper.  
 The area has strong ties to the land with many large 
farms and ranches. It is also part of the mineral rich Boulder 
Batholith and in the 1860’s gold fever brought miners and 
started a long history of mineral production. The mining heri-
tage of long ago is still alive, as can be seen on area maps of 
creeks and homesteads with names such as, Ohio, Burling-
ton, Columbia, Mayflower, Hudson, Gold King, Big Four, 
State, Beaver, Chili, Good Friday, McVey, Whippoorwill, Sand 
Creek and Jupiter to name a few. The Golden Sunlight Mine, 
the largest open pit hard rock gold mine in Montana, over-
looks the town from the north. It was first claimed in April of 
1890 by Anthony H. Hedly. He located the leached outcrop of 
the Sunlight vein and had several other claims including 
Sunlight, Golden and Last Chance.  
 The Tobacco Root Mountains cover the eastern 
horizon, with high mountain lakes that contain most of Mon-
tana’s trout species. The Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park 
is another popular destination that is east of town near La-
Hood Park. The Caverns feature an underground tour show-
casing unique geology found anywhere. The Jefferson River 
is a blue ribbon fishery that meanders nearby.  
 West of town is the Pipestone area it is rich with 

history with the Pipestone hot springs that used to be quite the re-
sort with a golf course, bath house and pools and had such prestig-
ious guest as Presidents Teddy Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln. 
Abandoned structures can still be seen on the now privately owned 
property. Another unique formation is known as Ringing Rocks, a 
pile of red rock found only one other place in North America. This 
rock pile is unique in that a rock thrown against them or when 
struck with a steel bar will produce a bell type of ringing. This area 
nestles against the Continental Divide.  
 South of town is Silver Star and the mineral rich Highland 
Mountain range. A close look at the map and you will notice the 
tight quarters of the many mining claims that developed this area.    



DR08 Questions? 
 If you have questions about this years event, contact 
event chairman Vernon Ball, 2032 Lampman Dr. Billings, MT 
59102. email vernb@tintfactory.com, call 406-671-6203. 
 
Mail registration form to Registrar Stacey Osborne, 500 Lois Place, 
Laurel, MT 59044. 

Whitehall Businesses  
Motels:  
Chief Motel Restaurant & Lounge , 16-unit motel, air condi-

tioning, phone, and cable TV, PO Box 736, 303 East Le-
gion, Whitehall, MT 59759, 406-287-2300, 
nobnnod@jeffersonvalley.net  

Rice Motel , comfortable rooms, reasonable rates, color TV , 
phones, pets allowed, PO Box 271, 7 North A Street, 
Whitehall, MT 59759, 406-287-3895, 406-287-5497, Toll 
Free: 888-287-3895  

Whitetail Creek Motel and RV Park , RV park, kitchenettes, 
a Laundromat, and a car wash all in one, located outside 
of town, PO Box 916, 516 East Legion, Whitehall, MT 
59759, 406-287-5315  

Whitehall Super 8 , 33 units, located off Interstate 90, near 
Exit 249, 515 North Whitehall Street, Whitehall, MT 
59759, 406- 287-5588, Toll Free: 800-800-8000  

 
RV Parks and Campgrounds:  
Cardwell Store & RV Park , approximately 10 miles east of 

Whitehall, includes convenience store, 770 Highway 2 
East, Cardwell, MT 59721, 406-287-5092  

Whitetail Creek Motel and RV Park , RV park, kitchenettes, 
a Laundromat, and a car wash. located outside of town, 
PO Box 916, 516 East Legion, Whitehall, MT 59759, 406-
287-5315  

 
Restaurants:  
A&W Drive-In/KFC Restaurant , 605 W Legion, Whitehall, 

406- 287-3412  
Borden’s Corner , 105 W. Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-2230  
Chinese Garden , 605 W. Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-9985  
Crazy Bear Pizza & Eatery , 13 W. Legion, Whitehall, 406-

277-9202  
Legion Street Grille , 27 W. legion, Whitehall, 406-287-5252  
LN’s Café , 14 E. Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-9288  
Subway Sandwiches, 415 N. Whitehall, Whitehall, 406-287-

5200  
 
Gas Stations/Convenience Stores:  
Corner Store , 201 West Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-3746  
 
Grocery Stores :  
Jefferson IGA , 2 Highway 2 West, Whitehall, 406-287-3521  
Whitehall Mercantile , 1 E. Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-9182  
 
Automotive:  
AL’s RV , service, parts, welding, full service repair, 5041 

Harrison Ave, Butte, MT 59701, 406-491-2902  
Big Iron Equipment and Repair , 518 N. Whitehall, White-

hall, MT, 406-287-3082  
Carquest - Mountain West Automotive , 3 S. Division, 

Whitehall, 406-287-3824  
M&M Towing , 31 Florcella Rd., Whitehall, 406-287-5700  
Mountain Mechanic , 406-287-5700  
Patacini Tire , 12 E. Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-5682  
P&M Transmission , all types 4x4 repair, custom fabrication, 

suspension specialists, lockers, 810 East Iron, Butte, MT, 
59701, 406-782-7324  

Whitehall Body Shop & Auto Repair , 102 S. Division, 
Whitehall, 406-287-3650  

 
Miscellaneous Services:  
Ace Hardware , 10 N. Main St., Whitehall, MT, 406-287-3430  
John Gregory Memorial Library , 110 1st Street West, 

Whitehall, 406-287-3763  
Post Office , 15 North Main St., Whitehall  

Whitehall Medical Clinic , 108 First Street West, Whitehall, MT, 
406-287-3003  

Whitehall Drug , 29 W. Legion, Whitehall, 406-287-3931  
 
Road Reports - Conditions - Construction  
1-800-226-7623, 1-800-335-7592, or visit www.mdt.state.mt.us  
 
Websites of Interest  
Montana 4x4 Association............www.m4x4a.org  
Travel Montana ...........................visitmt.com   

Trail Level Rating   
 Difficulty 1: Passable by stock and 2WD vehicles, im-
proved dirt, gravel etc.  
 Difficulty 2: Scenic, touring trail ride; four wheel drive 
required occasionally, some mud holes or rocks that would stop 
most other vehicles are traveled easily in 4WD.  
 Difficulty 3: For novice and experienced drivers alike; the 
most fun four wheeling you can expect to have in a stock four 
wheeler; low range may be required often; vehicle damage is a 
possibility.  
 Difficulty 4: Not advisable for novice drivers; potentially 
dangerous situations; maximum ground clearance, low- est gears, 
and minimum tire size of 33 inches required; lockers, limited slips, 
winches, and jacks advised due to moderate to large rocks and 
obstacles, vehicle damage is likely. Full size vehicles limited to 
specific trails at this rating.  
 Difficulty 4+: Not advisable for novice drivers; potentially 
dangerous situations; maximum ground clearance, lowest gears, 
and minimum tire size of 33 inches and one locker or two limited 
slips required; jacks and winches indispensable due to large boul-
ders, steep inclines; vehicle damage is very likely. Full size vehi-
cles limited to specific trails at this rating.  
 Difficulty 5: No novice drivers; dangerous situations; 
maximum ground clearance, lowest gears, minimum tire size of 35 
inches and two lockers or limited slips required; jacks and winches 
indispensable due to large boulders, steep inclines; vehicle dam-
age assured. Full size vehicles limited to specific trails at this rat-
ing.  
 Difficulty 5+: For the hard core experienced driver; ex-
tremely dangerous situations; maximum ground clearance, lowest 
gears, minimum tire size of 35 inches, two lockers, and winch are 
required. Full size vehicles limited to specific trails at this rating.   



Trail Descriptions 
Trails subject to change depending on accessibility and 
weather conditions come the time of our event.  
 
With the help of Frontier, Magic City, Rim Rockers, Mountain-
eers, and Continental Four Wheel Drive Clubs all these trails 
were pre-run, and the enthusiasm after- wards was exciting. 
This area has some rough and tough trails that don’t see a lot 
of use. Even the trail ratings don’t do justice to the area as 
you will see at Divide Ride 08. Many trails crisscross but no 
two are the same and each has its own challenges. Pre se-
lect the 5 trails you wish to run using the description and rat-
ings to help decide, and we will try to get you on 4 trails of 
your choice.  
 
Trail #, Level, Name, Description  
 (1) Level 2, Old Milwa ukee (available Thursday 
only) — As the name implies, this trail travels along an aban-
doned Milwaukee route, starting south of town it leads across 
the prairie then cuts a path into the mountain side and ends 
at a 100 ft tunnel a short distance from there is the site where 
the bridge used to be, overlooking deep ravine.  
 (2) Level 2.5, Halfway Creek — This route north 
west of town is one of the many in the mountain range be-
tween Whitehall and Butte. It is described by the Forest Ser-
vice as primitive, it is rough in spots and ends at the Whitetail 
Reservoir, on the way back you can visit the Ringing Rock 
formation.  
 (3) Level 4, Spring Creek — This route splits off of 
the Halfway trail after that point it climbs steeply to drop down 
to a boulder strewn river like bed. Very technical rough ter-
rain, you will sleep well after this route.  
 (4) Level 3, Sheep Camp — This is a whole differ-
ent path into the same mountain range a rough route that 
twists through the beautiful terrain. Experience driving the 
beaver slide up or down. This one is steep.  
 (5) Level 3, Hay Canyon — Heading directly north 
of town Hay canyon crosses over to the Spire rock route. 
Rough terrain and beautiful views make this an excellent 
route.  
 (6) Level 3, Park Creek — This is one of the trails in 
the Tobacco Root Mountains just southeast of town, out of 
Harrison Montana. The trail is very scenic and travels on 
rarely used routes and across private land coming out at 
South Boulder.  

(11) Level 3, Rock Creek - NEW! From Whitehall to the Rock 
Creek turn off at Bernice is 40 miles of Interstate driving. Rigs can 
be trailered to the trail head if desired. It begins with several water 
crossings, a few miles of tight trails through the trees,  then miles 
of large rocks climbing higher and higher through the trees. The 
toughest part is over when you arrive in the old mining outpost of 
Leadville. This is a great place to stop for lunch, take pictures, and 
check for missing parts. After lunch we head up a steep grade to 
the top of the mountain, green meadows and a relaxing ride with 
incredible vistas. Skirting the ridge tops we work our way over to 
Blizzard Mountain to a weather station for a view of both the town 
of Anaconda and Deer Lodge in the distance. From there its an 
easy drive down to the trail head without having to back track. 
This is a cool run for those hot summer days. Plenty of water, 
shade, and high elevations keep the temperature down. I rate this 
trail a 3 only because of the rocky steep part of the trail which only 
last a couple of miles.  

 (8) Level 2.5, Bone Basin — According to the locals this 
trail is super hard and were amazed that it didn’t even faze our 
group. Upon leaving the canyon you will be taken to Amish coun-
try to check out their homemade wares, like cheese. Bring some 
money for this excursion.  
 (9) Level 3.5, Gold Hill — Thanks to local rancher John 
Kuntz we get to drive an area that few have seen. Climbing the 
first mountain you can see the Madison Valley and the Jefferson 
River below.  
 (10) Level 3, Fish Creek — This Trail is west of White-
hall and will take you through the mountains coming out just east 
of Butte. The return route is the old highway or Pipestone pass 
from butte, very beautiful road.  

(12) Level 5, To Be Named — New! This route is on private land 
so we are still discussing terms of usage. If you are interested in a 
level 5 ride be sure to fill out your registration form completely with 
the tech information and if we are successful in securing the 
area’s you may be chosen for that trail.   

(7) Level 3.5, Potosi — This trail is also in the Tobacco 
Roots, and travels past an old hot springs. Once you leave 
the main road the trail get very difficult climbing and twisting 
up the hill side. Once you summit the trail becomes easier, if 
time permits then the group could go to Twin Lakes. For 
some a rocky ride. This route is the longest at 120 miles com-
ing out at Ennis lake before returning to town . 



Registration Form 
Divide Ride 2008, July 14-20, 2008, Whitehall, MT 
Registration is limited to 150 vehicles 
Registration deadline is May 31st, 2008 
No refunds after May 31st 

    

Driver Name  Age  

Mailing Address    

City   State Zip 

Country 

Phone (      ) 

Email 

Additional Passengers — All Must Register  

Name Age 

  

  

  

  

  

TRAIL SELECTION 
Select 5 choices for trails you wish to run, from 
the list  provided, place them in the order of 
most desired (1) to the least desired (5). 

Trail Name Level 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

We will assign you to 4 from your list. 
Not providing the necessary information will 
delay your registration, as we will return it to 
you, and wait for your paper work to be com-

Vehicle Information 
A copy of your PROOF OF INSURANCE 
MUST BE SENT IN with registration! RE-
LEASE OF LIABILITY - all participants must 
sign liability release at event check in.  Signa-
tures of parent or guardian are required for 
minors. 

Vehicle Tech Information: 

   

Make Year Model 

   

Color License # State 

 Tire Size _____________ 

 Front Locker 

 Rear Locker 

 Winch 

 Roll Cage 

Are you interested in a Level 5 Trail?        Yes         No         Body damage will happen. You must fill out the tech information completely. 

Do you belong to a 4WD club or association?        Yes         No      Club Name:                                        Association: 

 Price x Number of Persons  

Vehicle & Driver $80.00 x 1  

Each Additional Adult $40.00 x  

13-17 years of Age $30.00 x  

Children 12 & under - FREE $0.00 x  

*Register early to save money                                            Registration after April 30, 2008  ADD $25.00 per p erson  

REGISTRATION  TOTAL  

SHIRT ORDERS S M L XL x Price 2XL 3XL x Price 

T-Shirt     x $15.00   x $17.00 

Tank Top     x $15.00   x $17.00 

Sweatshirt     x $20.00   x $22.00 

$20.00 

SHIRT/HAT TOTAL 

Hats 

Camp Showers $2.50 Per person, Per day  Number of People  x  Days x $2.50 

Payment must accompany registration. Make checks payable to:  M4x4A.                                       GRAND TOTAL  

TOTAL 

$80.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail to: Vernon Ball 2032 Lampman Dr. #102 Billings, MT 59102      Registration deadline is May 31, 2008 



Vernon Ball 
2032 Lampman Dr #102 
Billings, MT 59102 

Montana 4x4 Association Website:  www.m4x4a.org             www.montanadivideride.com 


